The Purpose and Significance of the Lord’s Supper

2 ordinances that Christ left for the church to administer….

1) Baptism (Mt. 28:18-20)

2) The Lord’s Supper (Lk. 22:19)

Ordinance or Sacrament?
Ordinance - A religious ritual or practice which is an outward demonstration of faith done in obedience to a command of Jesus. (Baptists, Mennonites, Pentecostals)
Sacrament – A religious ceremony or ritual regarded as imparting divine (sacramental) grace (Catholics, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Methodists, Anglicans, Orthodox,Wesleyans Episcopalians, Reform Churches )
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All denominations have in common….

Bread –Associated with Christ’s body
Wine/grape juice –Associated with Christ’s blood
· TRANSUBSTANTIATION (Catholic, Anglican, Orthodox)
· Called the Eucharist (giving of thanks)
· The elements are consecrated by the priest and turn into the literal body and blood of Christ.
“trans” – to change
“substance” - material
Catholic Catechism (teaching)

Article 3, Item 1333

At the heart of the Eucharist celebration are the bread and wine that, by the words of Christ and the invocation of the Holy Spirit, become Christ’s body and blood.

Article 3, Item 1374

In the most blessed sacrament of the Eucharist the body and blood, together with the soul and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore the whole Christ is truly, really and substantially contained.  This presence is called real, that is to say, it is a substantial presence by which Christ, God and man, makes himself wholly and entirely present.
· Jesus often referred to himself in the figurative (non-literal) sense…
A door (Jn. 10:14)

A temple (Jn. 2:19)

A vine (Jn. 15:5)

Bread (Jn. 6:35) 
· Jesus was physically still present when he referred to the bread as his body
· Jesus’ physical body was not/is not omnipresent
· If Jesus was literally meaning that his physical flesh and blood must be consumed He was contradicting the Law 
Lev. 17:10-14
· Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is perpetually offered in a non-bloody manner through the Eucharist.
1367

The sacrifice of Christ and the sacrifice of the Eucharist are one single sacrifice: "The victim is one and the same: the same now offers through the ministry of priests, who then offered himself on the cross; only the manner of offering is different." "And since in this divine sacrifice which is celebrated in the Mass, the same Christ who offered himself once in a bloody manner on the altar of the cross is contained and is offered in an unbloody manner. . . this sacrifice is truly propitiatory.

· Jesus’ sacrifice was a one-time thing (Heb. 10:9-18)
Hebrews 7:25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

26 For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 

27 Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. 

Heb. 9:28 Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many

.
· Partaking of the Eucharist is necessary for salvation.
1382

To receive communion is to receive Christ himself who has offered himself to us.

CANON IV.- If any one saith, that the sacraments of the New Law are not necessary unto salvation, but superfluous; and that, without them, or without the desire thereof, men obtain of God, through faith alone, the grace of justification; let him be anathema.[19]
· Salvation is by faith alone, apart from any works on our part.

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 

· CONSUBSTANTIATION (Lutheran)

Also called the sacramental union. 
· Consubstantiation is the teaching that the physical presence of Jesus is in, with and under the elements.
“con” – meaning with
“substance” - material
· The elements themselves do not change, but Christ’s physical presence is there even though invisible.
· Christ being physically present but invisible has no precedent in Scripture.

· Like transubstantiation, this would require Christ (in his human form) to be omnipresent.
· Sacramental grace is conferred to the partakers.  It is a means of obtaining grace.
· REFORMED (Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopal, Wesleyan)
· Believe that Jesus’ physical presence is not in the elements, but He is spiritually present.
· Believe that grace is conferred to partakers.  It is a means of obtaining grace.
· MEMORIAL (Baptist, Church of Christ, Independent Churches)
· The bread and wine/juice are merely symbolic and contain no physical/spiritual presence of Christ.
· Partaking of the Lord’s Supper is in obedience to God’s command and to remind the believer of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross and to symbolically depict it. (I Cor. 11:24, 25, 26)
· No grace is conferred through the partaking of the Lord’s Supper.  
